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International Promotion of Kantele Music: An Action Plan
The Finnish-Russian project “Kantele Goes Global!” (https://kantele.ru/project/kantele-go/) has begun to develop an Action Plan for International Promotion of Kantele Music. We investigate ways to make the kantele better known and more popular worldwide. In this questionnaire, we would like to share our ideas with you and to find out your opinion on this topic. Please participate in our survey and answer the following questions:

1. Your name and surname:

2. Your occupation and place of work:

3. Today, kantele music is strongly associated with Finnish and Karelian traditional cultures. How do you think, what are the other/new cultural areas where kantele music could be successfully introduced?
4. How do you like the performance of popular mass culture songs to the accompaniment of the kantele? Could this be one of the ways to popularize the kantele?
5. Do you think it is possible to attract popular pop stars to perform some of their hits to the accompaniment of the kantele?

6. How do you assess the prospects of using the kantele as an accompaniment in dance performances (traditional or contemporary) in your country? 
7. In some countries, kantele music goes well with poetry recitation. Do you think that such musical and poetic performances could be of interest for audiences in your country? 

8. In some countries, people enjoy playing amateur improvisations on the kantele for relaxation or well-being. How do you think, is it possible to popularize kantele music through stimulation of amateur playing? 
9. We know that there are emigrants from Finland and Karelia, who play the kantele and now live abroad. We hope to develop our contacts and cooperation with them. Do you know such emigrants, who could be interested in cooperating with us?
10. The kantele is widely used in the Steiner/Waldrof education as a means of developing creativity in pupils. We are interested in cooperating with Waldorf schools for promoting the kantele. How do you evaluate this idea? 
11. Branding is one of the mainstream methods of promoting cultural products in today’s world. The image of the kantele is strongly associated with Kalevala and its story of how the first kantele was created from the jawbone of a giant pike. How do you think, what other images, associations, legends or socially important ideas and values could be integrated into kantele’s “brand” in order to increase its attractiveness?
12. Kantele music promotion demands financial resources. Currently we are looking for a “strategic sponsor” among private and public companies or foundations. Could you name some potential sponsor(s), who might be interested in supporting our work?
13. The Karelia Cross-Border Cooperation Programme (https://www.kareliacbc.fi/en) provides funding for various cultural cooperation initiatives. A new call for proposals is expected in 2023. Would you be interested in participating in a cross-border cooperation project promoting the kantele?
14. What other ideas can you propose to include in our Action Plan? 
Please send this questionnaire to Dmitry Zimin: dmitry.zimin@uef.fi  
Thanks for your help and participation! 
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